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Monday, May 19, 2025 at 4:26:33Monday, May 19, 2025 at 4:26:33Monday, May 19, 2025 at 4:26:33Monday, May 19, 2025 at 4:26:33    PM Central Daylight TimePM Central Daylight TimePM Central Daylight TimePM Central Daylight Time

Subject:Subject:Subject:Subject: Fwd: Chicago Area UU Council Newsletter 　     
Date:Date:Date:Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 at 12:25:09 PM Central Daylight Time
From:From:From:From: Mike Gilley
BCC:BCC:BCC:BCC: administrator@FirstUChicago.org, ajaymaya@att.net, board@dupageuuchurch.org,

Board@PrairieCircleUUC.org, bot@secondunitarian.org, c_n_sassy@hotmail.com, cfis@sbcglobal.net,
churchadmin@uuccpf.org, danaprds@yahoo.com, genea2@juno.com, jmarling7@comcast.net,
jpthornber@sbcglobal.net, Ms. Diane Morgenthaler, lilactown@comcast.net, loomised@gmail.com,
LRSprietsma@sbcglobal.net, minister@uusg.org, Kate Learson, oWice@unitytemple.org, oos@uuce.org,
phieferbrowne@comcast.net, uce@ucevanston.org, UCHinsdaleGS@gmail.com, vobrien13@comcast.net,
Adam Gough, Agnes Kovacs, Alan Greenland, Alec Brownlow, Alice Ocrey, Alison Vernon, Allen, Amira Boctor,
Andrea Freerksen, Andrea Lee, Andy, Anne Thomason, Arvid Straube, B Morris Anderson, Barbara Shoshal, Ben
McAdams, Benjamin Tompkins, Berlinda Browne, Bernice McCarthy, Beth Fischer, Betty Virginia Holcomb, Bill
Koehl, Board of Trustees, Board of Trustees, Brian Doyle, Brian Nielsen, Bruce Bendix, Caroline Bailey, Carrie
MacDonald, Cathy Cornell, Cheryl Clayton, Chris Tellez, Christine Organ, Clare Roarty, Dan Feldt, Dan Yokas,
Darren Howard, Dave May, David & Mena Boulanger, David Llull, Deb Brod, Deb?, Debbie Connet, Denise
Seeber, Diane Barnes, Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden, Edward White, Elea Hall, Evan Freund, Frankie Tilbrook,
Gemma Guenther, George Motto, Gerry Messler, Gloria Walsh, Irene Raven, J Nugent, Jamie Carroll, Janet
Burns, Jean McCollum, JeW Stanley, Jennifer Gray-Gracen, Jennifer Stamatakos, Jenny Hobbs, Jill Althage, Jim
Frazier, Joan Pederson, Johanna Ryan, John Tolley, Jon Nedland, Jonathan Schlesinger, Judith Schader, Karen
Greenland, Karen Hunt Ahmed, Karen Lindebrekke, Karen Seymour-Ells, Kathie Schur, Kathleen Sealark,
Kathryn Gelder, Kathy S, Ken Koresch, Ken Mandell, Kevin Beyer, Kevin O'Neill, Kimberlee Tomczak Carlson,
Kortsch, Krista MacTavish, Laura Gillberg, Laura Mandell, Leanne Mull, Leo Monroy, Leslie Peet, Leslie
Takahashi, Liinda Rio Reichmann, Linda Fuller, Linda Vogt, Lisa Bohne, Lisa Hecklere, Liz Reyes, M. E. (Emi)
Tanabe, Maggie PotthoW, Mandie, Mandie McGlynn, Marcia Bernstein, Marcia Sezer, Margaret Myren, Margaret
Shaklee, Maria Markowicz, Marian Honel-Wilson, Mark Hicks, Mark Morrison-Reed, Mary Getty, Mary Johnson,
Mary Lewan, Mary Seward, Matt Myren, Melinda Elliott, Michael Gilley, Michael Hogue, Michael Walkeer,
Michelle Dixon, Michelle Novak, Monica Cosby, Mr. Allan Lindrup, Mr. Bill Koehl, Mr. Bill Pokorny, Mr. Bill
Scown, Mr. Chris Cable, Mr. Chris Walton, Mr. Dan Lewis, Mr. Dave Cohen, Mr. Dave Davis, Mr. Dave Lloyd, Mr.
David Drennan, Mr. Don Parker, Mr. Doug Erickson, Mr. George Tattersfield, Mr. JeW Stibal, Mr. JeWrey Hamrick,
Mr. Jenny Hobbs, Mr. Jerome Rowley, Mr. Jerry Alt, Mr. Jim Proctor, Mr. Jonathan Schlesinger, Mr. Jun Yoshitani,
Mr. Kevin Beyer, Mr. Kevin O'Neill, Mr. Marcus White, Mr. Mark Krivchenia, Mr. Michael Berry, Mr. Mike Graves,
Mr. Mike Honegger, Mr. Mike Pabian, Mr. Mike Wolf, Mr. Paul Brumbaugh, Mr. Rob Bellmar, Mr. Scott Helmke, Mr.
Stephen Blackwelder, Mr. Steve Askins, Mr. Steve Cooper, Mr. Steve Stultz, Mr. Steve Trout, Mr. Timothy Mah,
Mr. Tom McTavish, Mr. Vanstrom Dracul, Ms. Alicia Obando, Ms. Allison Vernon, Ms. Amanda Price, Ms.
Amanda Thomas, Ms. Anita OrlikoW, Ms. Ann Hahn_Baiyor, Ms. Anna Chang-Yen, Ms. Anna Jones, Ms. Ashley
Ford, Ms. Beth Moss, Ms. Beth Schewe, Ms. Bobbi Campbell, Ms. Bonnie Anderson, Ms. Bonnie Brewster, Ms.
Carrie MacDonald, Ms. Cathy Blanford, Ms. Cheryl Niemo, Ms. Christine Imielski, Ms. Christine Organ, Ms.
Denise Curry, Ms. Dr. Mary Lamb Shelden, Ms. Eileen Klees, Ms. Elizabeth Olson, Ms. Elizabeth Plummer, Ms.
Ellen LaRue, Ms. Emily Crement, Ms. Grace Itter, Ms. Holly Kerr, Ms. Jane Bannor, Ms. Janelle Brittain, Ms. Janet
McDonnell, Ms. Jean Darling, Ms. Jean Pierce, Ms. Jeanie Michalec, Ms. Jennifer Weigand, Ms. Jessica Friess,
Ms. Joan Pederson, Ms. Joy Simon, Ms. Joyce DeWitt, Ms. Judy Ball, Ms. Judy Jeske, Ms. Judy Stettner, Ms. Julie
Resh-JelliW, Ms. Karen Epps, Ms. Karen Epps, Ms. Karen Fort, Ms. Karen Lindebrekke, Ms. Kate Frazier, Ms.
Kathryn Hillyer, Ms. Kelly Huggins, Ms. Kim Warman, Ms. Kimberly Lindor, Ms. Kristin Huston, Ms. Laurie Lantz,
Ms. Lee Webster, Ms. Linda Liberacki, Ms. Liz Kennedy, Ms. Maggie Reister, Ms. Margaret O'Connell, Ms. Margot
Horn, Ms. Maria Martinez, Ms. Marie Cobbs, Ms. Martha Swisher, Ms. Mary Alice Masonick, Ms. Mary Law, Ms.
Maryanne O'Dowd, Ms. Melanie Schikore, Ms. Mila Brinker, Ms. Ocie Brown, Ms. Pam Fodor, Ms. Patricia Ward,
Ms. Paula Sejut-Dvorak, Ms. Peggy Simonsen, Ms. Peyton Bendix, Ms. Rachel Simpson, Ms. Sandra Robinson,
Ms. Sharon Blake, Ms. Susan Frances, Ms. Susan Mooney, Ms. Susan Richter, Ms. Susan Russotti, Ms. Susie
O'Brient, Ms. Tina Lewis, Ms. Tracy Olson, Ms. Tracy Zurawski, Ms. Vickie Hellyer, Ms. Virginia Jackson, Ms.
Yvette Johnson, Nancy Keane, Noreen Costelloe, OWice, Pamela Lightsey, Paul Safyan, Peggy Graves, RA
Mortensen, Rena Kassel, Rev. Alan Taylor, Rev. Allen Harden, Rev. Bret Lortie, Rev. Colleen Vahey, Rev. Darrick
Jackson, Rev. David Pyle, Rev. David Schwartz, Rev. Dr. Finley Campbell, Rev. Dr. Nicole Kirk, Rev. Dr. Rudra
Dundzila, Rev. Eileen Wiviott, Rev. Elizabeth Harding, Rev. Emily Gage, Rev. Greg Stewart, Rev. Hilary
Krivchenia, Rev. Hilary Landau-Krivchenia, Rev. Jennie Barrington, Rev. Jennifer Gracen, Rev. Jennifer Innis, Rev.
Julie Taylor, Rev. K Mooney, Rev. Lee Barker, Rev. Leland Bond-Upson, Rev. Lucas Hergert, Rev. M. Susan
Harlow, Rev. Nordstrom, Rev. Pam Rumancik, Rev. Pamela Rumancik, Rev. Rev. Allen Harden, Rev. Rev. Kellie
Kelly, Rev. Russell Elleven, Rev. Scot Giles, Rev. Scott Aaseng, Rev. Scott Talbot Lewis, Rev. Tom Capo, Rich
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Lomasney, Roger Baron, Roger Brewin, Ron Solberg, Sallee Lowery, Scot Trombly-Freytag, Scott Dotson,
Sharon Welch, Shawn Dream, Stephanie Hughes, Steve Black, Sue Burke, Taryn Nelson Seawright, Thomas
Denio, Tim Walsh, Tom McTavish, Tracey Olson, Tracy Boland, VACANCY, Virginia Wilcox, Wendy Hainey,
William Schulz, Yvette Johnson

 

 
  March 2022 Newsletter

Chicago Area Unitarian Universalist Council (CAUUC)

In this issue:

APRIL 2: "Kiss the Ground": movie screening

MAY 14: Vote Love Kick off  - save the date!

JUNE 1: CAUUC Annual Meeting & Affinity Group

Affinity Groups - Connect with area UUs -join now!

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Volunteer Opportunities - we need you!

 

 

 

 
  Kiss the Ground documentary viewing on April 2nd  

 

 
  How about some good news for a change?

KISS THE GROUND unveils a game-changer to our

climate crisis: the Earth’s own soil. Here it is...we can

reverse global warming. The solution is called

“Regenerative Agriculture” and this film presents the

research, practice, and hope we need to move forward.

Together.
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Right now, soil might be the last thing on your mind. But in a moment when the future of our planet and

humankind is at stake, nothing may be more important than regenerating the ground beneath us. We’re

in need of a kind of hope we’ve never felt before.

Regenerative Agriculture can: revive farmer prosperity, reduce flooding and drought, replenish freshwater

sources, reduce fire hazards, reverse global warming, recreate regional access to nutrient-dense food,

reduce toxic pesticides & fertilizers, reduce dead zones & water pollution, reverse extinction, and

reconnect humanity & nature.

The documentary KISS THE GROUND that provides a solution to heal our planet and keep our species

away from the extinction list will be screened via Zoom on April 2, 2022, at 10:00 AM (Central Time). The

screening is sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee of Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist.

There will be a Q&A session after the movie with Ryland Englehart, a co-founder and Executive Director

of Kiss the Ground.

MOVIE TRAILER:  Watch the movie trailer.

 

 
 

 

Click on the button to register!

Donations to support environmental work at Countryside Church UU will

be gratefully received. All donations will be shared with Kiss the Ground. 

To donate, go to ccuu.org/donate and select “other”. Please note on the

form that this donation is for the Kiss the Ground screening.

 

 

 

 

 
   

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e13735834a19ca47cd4168916c97ca504329
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e13774d9708eb32376d170a3c18e83f02ff4
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137ff864bf289237d9e51757dd3eda9b891


4 of 11

SAVE THE DATE!
Vote Love Kick off - Vote Your Values 
Saturday, May 14th 9:30am-early afternoon

Location: Online (Zoom) and in-person at Abraham
Lincoln UU in Springfield, IL.

 

 
  Voting our values is a critical way to advocate in our communities. Knowing how our values inform what

and who we vote for is a critical step to ensuring we live in communities working toward a just and
equitable world. This year as we live into the impact of the 2020 census results we will be called upon to
vote for most of our elected officials. Imagine being able to show up with the power of knowing your vote
supports your core values. This time will be filled with practical learning and application of several key
skills related to getting out the vote. We plan to have basic training in:

text & phone bank basics

distributing voter information

door to door canvassing

value circle fundamentals.

 

We are planning for a worship service, keynote presentation, training workshops related to voter
engagement, and affinity group gatherings.

 

 

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137d0f9c5e211c708db92d231f0124cd096
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We hope you will join us as we kick off our statewide campaign to vote our values!

 

Registration details to follow.

 

Brought to you by UUANI with support from CAUUC.

 

 

 

 
  SAVE THE DATE!

CAUUC ANNUAL MEETING & AFFINITY
GROUP MEET-UP

Wednesday, June 1st  7:00pm-9:00pm

Location: Zoom 
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  Register to participate in the Affinity Group meet-ups at https://uuchicagoarea.org/conference  

 

 
  The Annual Meeting will incorporate 3 elements follwed by the networking session:

1)  Reports from the President and Treasurer

2) Election of officers and directors to the CAUUC board

    President:  TBD

    VP:  Darren Howard

    Treasurer:  Janet Burns

    Secretary:  Irene Raven

    Representative / Past President - Mike Gilley

3)  Approval of the proposed budget for 2022-23   

4) Affinity groups/networking sessions with Chicago area UUs to build relationships and encourage

collaboration because we can get more done working together across Chicago area UU congregations. 

The following AFFINITY GROUPS are invited to attend, share, plan, and collaborate:

Board & Leadership Development

Buildings & Grounds

 

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1377fd0adca411f497383a3019d5970e305
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Membership & Welcoming

Religious Education & Adult Faith Development

Social & Environmental Justice 

Social Media & Advertising

Stewardship & Fundraising

Technical Team

Young Adult Groups
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  Affinity Groups:   Facilitating Learning, Collaboration, and Collective Action

 

Many CAUUC conference attendees have provided responses to our feedback survey question: What

was the best part of the event?  Here are representative responses: Breakout sessions, connecting with

people from other congregations, conversations with people, sharing with people, learning what’s going

on in other congregations, hearing directly from leaders about what they are doing and their challenges. 

They also gave feedback indicating an interest to stay in contact with each other or be able to reconnect. 

This feedback led us to create affinity groups--groups for UUs that share a common interest or role.

 

CAUUC's Affinity Group strategy offers 3 types of person-to-person interactions:

Virtual gatherings at our semi-annual conferences,

Ad hoc virtual gatherings using Zoom, and

Online discussion forums using Google Groups

 

The online Google Groups that we have created thus far include:

UUChicagoArea-Board and Leadership Development

UUChicagoArea-Buildings and Grounds

UUChicagoArea-Lifespan Religious Education

UUChicagoArea-Membership

UUChicagoArea-Stewardship

UUChicagoArea-Social Justice [Social Justice/Environmental Justice]

UUChicagoArea-Social Media

UUChicagoArea-TechTeam 

UUChicagoArea-Young Adults

 

Want to get plugged into an Affinity Group right now? We're happy to add you so you can get

communicating! If you are familiar with using Google Groups, you can search for the groups listed above

and request membership.  If you are not familiar with use of Google Groups, please send an email and

we'll get you registered.  Click on REGISTER ME FOR A CAUUC AFFINITY GROUP to launch your

email with a pre-populated email message to request membership in the groups you're interested in.  If

you are familiar with Google Groups, you can go to groups.google.com and search for our group names

 

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137c98181a62a945fb3a381dd4e46591d46
http://groups.google.com/
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listed above.

 

 

 

If you use Google Calendar,
subscribe to our calendar by

adding
"chicagoareauu@gmail.com"

 
  Calendar of Upcoming Events

 

 

Chicago Area UU Council (CAUUC) Events

MAY 14: UUANI Spring Conference via ZOOM  Register
here
JUNE 1: Annual Meeting - Online/Zoom

 

UU Prison Ministry of Illinois (UUPMI) Events

None scheduled

 

UU Action Network of Illinois (UUANI) Events

MAY 14: UUANI/CAUUC Spring Conference - Online and in-person
(Abraham Lincoln Springfield, IL)

 

Denominational/Regional UU Events 

MidAmerica Region Events Calendar info
MidAmerica Regional Assembly - registration
APR 30 - Virtual MidAmerica Regional Assembly

Coalition Events with Other Faith Traditions

 

 

 

 
  Volunteer Opportunities - We need you!  

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137992317b6542ec6c37d2990817878ddad
mailto:chicagoareauu@gmail.com
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1375cadb57d450dc8ea96804be90c85e1c4
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1377fd0adca411f497383a3019d5970e305
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1374165bcae1b89b328abe71dd6ddc7a051
https://midamericauua.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25d203369701e9f17332c7e4f&id=e70f44a3ce&e=f23d6c581f
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Is volunteer work part of your spiritual practice?  CAUUC has several roles we are looking to fill.  The

CAUUC board will be meeting virtually on the 1st Wednesday of each month from 7pm-9pm. 

Congregational Liaison/Representative - if your congregation doesn't have a member on the

CAUUC board, the congregational liaison is a communications channel between your

congregation and CAUUC.  

CAUUC Board Member/Officer - Board member candidates are put forth by the CAUUC

Nominating Committee and voted on at our Annual Meeting (June 1st). Board members are the

operations backbone of CAUUC.  We plan and run our spring and fall conferences, manage our

social media platforms, and stay attuned to the needs of congregations in pursuit of our mission of

growing UUism and strengthening congregations.

Conference Volunteers - When we meet in person, we always have needs of volunteers to

assist with music and worship, registration, food planning and kitchen help.

Reporter/Writer/Photographer/PR - We also need people to help with news stories, picture

taking, and event reporting to help with our various communications platforms.  

Website/Application Development - We are also looking for people that have technical

expertise to help us stay current with new technologies that can help UUs communicate,

organize, and locate people with similar interests or roles.

 

If any of these sound like something you're interested in or you'd like to learn more about, please contact

us at: UUChicagoArea@gmail.com 

 

 

 
  CAUUC Mission Statement

The Chicago Area Unitarian Universalist Council is composed
of UU congregations located in the greater Chicago Area. Our
mission is to support member congregations by working
together to achieve a common goal of promoting Unitarian
Universalist principles. Our work involves:

increasing the visibility of the UU community to the greater Chicago community
such as through radio advertising, social media work, and the web;
promoting advocacy of social justice;
strengthening our congregations through sharing of programs, particularly for

 

https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137729ed534a65032833d12c8840cb3be3a
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leadership development; and

entering into appropriate coalitions with other faith traditions which share our
core values.

 

For more information about serving as a CAUUC congregational representative or to get involved in

other ways, contact us at  either uuchicagoarea@gmail.com or
chicagoareauu@gmail.com.

 

CAUUC Web Site:  uuchicagoarea.org

 
 

VISIT CAUUC ON THE WEB

   

  UUChicagoArea@gmail.com  

 

mailto:uuchicagoarea@gmail.com
mailto:chicagoareauu@gmail.com
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1375619bd8c6bf8b9a5c42918115d9b1149
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e1375619bd8c6bf8b9a5c42918115d9b1149
https://track.robly.com/596f037d-661a-4d61-b467-6d1f5398e137761a8a7d0999b2a0283a068ebe2096f1
mailto:UUChicagoArea@gmail.com

